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person may be from the old wives' tales about its harmfulness, it certainly
cannot be considered a complete substitute for the normal sexual inter-
course of husband and wife, characterized as the latter may be by the
most intimate and most intense form of social interaction, psychological
as well as physiological.
In fact, there is much to be said in criticism of autosexuality because
it is fundamentally so self-centered. It lacks the quality of give and take,
of anticipation and response, found in the normal interaction of two
persons in affectional relations. And we must remember that, despite any
intellectually acquired emancipation from cultural taboos against the
practice, unconsciously one may be still bothered by the sense of guilt.
This sense of sin may enhance the deleterious emotional effects upon
the self; it may tend to .disintegrate the personality organization, leaving
it divided against itself.
Sexual inversion. Homosexuality or sexual inversion is another means
by which the single woman may find direct outlet for her sexual life. If
there are strong traditional taboos on autoeroticism in our society, there
are still more intense taboos on sexual attraction and love between per-
sons of the same sex. Yet in the face of urbanization and the secondary-
group organization of society generally, and in the face of the breakdown
of the older mores, the public attitude toward homosexuality is gradually
becoming more tolerant.
Adequate statistical surveys of the extent of homosexuality in either
men or women, married or single, are lacking. In fact, we have no com-
pletely satisfactory definition of homosexuality. Many writers distinguish
between intense hugging, kissing, and the like, and the more overt kind
involving direct erotic interstimulation.
Davis (1929) cites a Russian study made in 1907 among university women in
Moscow. This investigation reported that 52.1 per cent of a group of 324 women
admitted homosexual interest, and of these 16.3 per cent admitted overt homosexual
conduct. Davis's own study of unmarried women showed that, of 1,200 individuals
at least five years out of college, slightly more than 50 per cent reported that they
had experienced intense emotional relations with other women, and that 26 per cent
of-the entire group had experienced overt sexual stimulation with other women.
This group is interesting for us since most of these women would fall within the
category of "single women," that is, would be thirty years of age or over.
The Davis study suggests further that overt inversion in the later
years may itself represent an adult adjustment predicated upon prepu-
bertal homosexual patterns. Apparently, in a high proportion of cases,
homosexual adjustment in single women in later years may be partially
predetermined by very early erotic interests which are not diverted into
heterosexual channels in later adolescence and early womanhood. Over